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SUBJECT: ISRAEL AWAITS FURTHER CLARIFICATION FROM FRANCE ON 
ABU DAOUD 

REF: TEL AVIV 320 

1 . AFTER REVIEWING THE AFFAIR OF THE ARREST AND RELEASE 
OF ABU DAOUD FOR THE CABINET AT ITS JANUARY 16 SESSION, 

FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON STATED THAT FRANCE HAD GIVEN 
ISRAEL "CERTAIN CLARIFICATIONS ON THE JURIDICAL PLANE-- 
BUT THAT THESE HAD BEEN FOUND UNSATISFACTORY BY ISRAEL, 

WHICH HAD REQUESTED FURTHER CLARIFICATION." AN MFA 
OFFICIAL (HARARI, EUROPE I) TOLD US JANUARY 17 THAT 
ALLON WAS TRYING TO SEND A SIGNAL TO GISCARD D'ESTAING 
WHO IS SCHEDULED TO GIVE A PRESS CONFERENCE JANUARY 17. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE HOPE IS THAT GISCARD D'ESTAING WILL MAKE SOME 
CONCILIATORY REMARKS WHEN THE ABU DAOUD AFFAIR 
IS RAISED. IN THE MEANTIME, THE GOI IS RESERVING 
ITS POSITION. 

2. IN A RADIO INTERVIEW JANUARY 14, FM ALLON NOTED 
(WITHIN A CONTEXT OF SHARP ISRAELI-FRENCH DISAGREE- 
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MENT OVER THE ABU DAOUD AFFAIR) SEVERAL CREDITS ON 
THEIR BALANCE SHEET. TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
IS DEVELOPING AND ALMOST BALANCED, WHICH IS NOT THE 
CASE WITH ANY OTHER COUNTRY. IN THE EC-ISRAEL NEGO- 
TIATIONS, FRANCE IN THE END CAME CLOSE TO THE VIEWS 
OF ISRAEL AND TO THOSE OF OTHERS IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. 

ALLON SAID THAT SINCE PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING 
TOOK OFFICE, THERE HAS BEEN A CERTAIN IMPROVEMENT IN 
RELATIONS, BY COMPARISION WITH THE PREVIOUS PERIOD. 

DUNNIGAN 
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